[image: image1.png]Physic
Garden

DDDDDDD
1673






ADULTS WITH CHILDREN
Please read this notice carefully. If you do not feel you can abide by these rules please do not visit the Garden, they will be strictly enforced by Garden staff and volunteers.
The Garden is a botanic garden, London’s oldest. It is a beautiful and restful place to visit but it is NOT in any way suitable for children to play in or ‘explore’ on their own. It is a living museum not a play area.
There are many dangerous plants, water features and uneven surfaces which make the garden a hazardous place, especially for children. The following rules of conduct in the Garden are to protect everyone’s safety; the rare plant collection and the tranquility of the Garden for all users.

Chelsea Physic Garden is committed to helping people develop understanding of the plant world. Many rare and tender plants are grown here, taking dedicated staff many thousands of hours of work each year. Every plant bed, potentially, has something growing in it whether above or below the surface.
You are welcome to bring children to the Garden if they are with you at all times. They are not allowed to wander off on their own. If you think the children in your charge are in a boisterous mood we recommend you visit on another day.
RULES OF CONDUCT:

· Children must be CLOSELY supervised at all times. This means within physical reach not just within sight for children under 8.
· Scooters, bikes, buggies etc must be left, at the owners own risk, behind the entry kiosk, or carried
· Strictly no running

· Strictly no bare feet, shoes must be worn at all times

· No gravel to be thrown or deliberately unsettled

· No pond ‘dipping’, collecting tadpoles, removing or disturbing plant or wildlife in the two ponds 

· No climbing on any part of the Pond Rockery (by the statue in the centre of the Garden)
· No climbing trees

· No ball games

· Children must be kept away from the edges of the Pond Rockery and water tank

· No plant stuff may be picked up in the Garden, either from the living plant or from the ground, including: fruit, flowers, cones, twigs, branches, leaves, seeds etc
· No walking on, or disturbance of, any plant beds whether they appear planted or not. If a child is found by a Garden member of staff or volunteer trampling on a plant bed, their group will be asked to leave the Garden immediately.  
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