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Risk Assessment for Educational visits to Chelsea Physic Garden, 

1. Trip Hazards   
The garden’s many paths, steps and edges of plant beds may represent a certain low to medium risk of tripping over.  

Action( In the case of the step edges, these have been painted white in most places to increase visibility. Ask visitors not to run whilst in the garden to minimise the risk of tripping/falling.

2. Water  
a)The garden contains two ponds.  One is a raised pond, surrounded by a rockery; the other is a sunken pond, approximately 1 metre deep. This second one is often covered  with plants and can look like a solid surface. When working near the pond, there is a medium to high risk of falling in if visitors lean over the side, and/or overcrowding occurs on the edge.

Action( There are signs at the entrance of the garden as well as by the sunken pond warning of deep water.  Adequate spreading out of students by the pond will be made to avoid unnecessary overcrowding, as well as verbal mention of the water bodies to the teaching staff and the students. 

b) With all bodies of still or slow moving fresh water, there is a low risk of contracting Weil’s disease.  This is not common, but can be serious, even fatal.  It is caused by the Leptospira bacterium carried in the urine of rats and other rodents. It can be caught by entrance through the skin, especially cuts and grazes, through the nose, mouth and eyes.

Action( Before any activities involving the ponds or pond water, we will ask whether students/visitors have any eczema or cuts/grazes on their hands which may need covering with plasters or waterproof gloves.  In cases of severe eczema students ought to avoid contact with pond water all together.  All pond users will be required and expected to wash their hands with soap afterwards. No eating or drinking during pond activities.

3.  Plants   
a) There are approximately 5000 species of plants in the 3.5 acres (1.42 hectares) of Chelsea Physic Garden.  Some of these plants are poisonous. If eaten, some of the plants (or parts of them) can represent a high risk of severe discomfort or even death.

Action( Education staff will explain to visitors that some plants can be dangerous if eaten, and ask them not to pick or eat anything at all from the garden here. 

b) In addition to poisons, a few plants may also represent a medium risk in terms of spikes and spines (especially ones at eye level), which could puncture the skin.  Also, there are bamboo canes used in the plant beds, which could pose similar risks.

Action( Education staff will make students aware verbally about such risks before activities in the garden. Bamboo canes are generally topped with plastic protectors.

c) Some plants might cause a minor irritation to the skin of some susceptible individuals 

who might brush passed them or touch them. Low risk.

Action( Education staff will make students aware that some plants might have this effect. Wherever possible, to try to avoid touching plants which may cause irritation. Whilst on 

tours of the garden, try to avoid touching eyes if plants have been touched.

4. Animals   
Within the garden, there are many creatures including birds, amphibians, rodents, pond and compost animals including insects and crustaceans.  In addition to these, there are 5 beehives kept in the garden (to maximise pollination and produce wax/honey). If visitors are allergic to the stings of bees, then (although the likelihood of a sting is low) necessary precautions need to be made. The other animals (except perhaps rodents – mentioned earlier in regard to Weil’s disease) pose very low risk.

Action( Education staff will NOT take students too close to the beehives.  Individuals with bee allergies need to bring necessary medication with them.

Action( If working at the compost heaps- investigating terrestrial invertebrates, for example, plastic spoons/trowels will be provided for examining compost and if necessary, plastic gloves for students.

Action( HANDS WILL BE WASHED AT THE END OF ALL ACTIVITIES.

5. Glasshouses   
a) The glasshouses contain many different plants from around the world. There is a risk worth mentioning in addition to those mentioned earlier about plants and trip hazards.  The main point to mention here is the fact that the temperature inside the tropical corridor can reach in excess of 35 centigrade. This can cause a low to medium risk for visitors if they are prone to overheating.

Action( Education staff will warn visitors of potential overheating risks and advise people to take off as many layers as possible before entering hot glasshouses.  Water can be given if needed.  If these temperatures are intolerable to anyone, they can wait outside if necessary.

b) If glasshouses have been recently watered, paths may be slippery.  If people attempt running in these glasshouses, there is a low to medium risk of slipping over.

Action( Education staff will verbally warn people not to run anywhere in the Garden.

6. Trees

a) From time to time, tree surgeons carry out work on trees in the Garden. This represents a low risk from falling debris.

Action( During this work, the area around the tree work will be cordoned off with brightly coloured plastic tape. 

Action( Warning signs are also used as well as brightly coloured plastic cones. 

Action( Students and teachers/helpers will be verbally informed on the day that this is occurring in the Garden and to avoid those areas.

b) On days with medium to high winds, there may be a medium to high risk of branches falling, possibly landing on people.

Action( If the Garden staff considers the wind to be a medium risk of falling debris, certain areas will be visibly cordoned off.

Action( If the wind poses a high risk of falling debris, the Garden will be closed and no visitors allowed access. If a school visit is already taking place, the class will need to move into the Education room and continue their session inside.
If the class has not yet arrived when this decision is made, they will either be: 

· Contacted by mobile phone on their way here and asked to return to   school

· Asked to carry out the session in the Education room and/or the tropical glasshouse

· Asked to reschedule the visit until safer weather conditions prevail

c) Climbing trees in the Garden is forbidden since many of these are rare, irreplaceable specimens.

7. Fires and other emergencies
 Since our general educational activities do not involve hazardous materials, the risk of a fire is low.

Action(In the event of a fire in one of the buildings, the fire alarm will be activated
Action( Students are notified of fire exits in the Education room as well as the meeting place beside the statue in the centre of the Garden.
8. Other 

a) During the summer months and at other times, marquee construction and other maintenance/building work may take place in the Garden. This represents a low risk in terms of the workers not looking where they are going and colliding with students.

Action( Students and teachers need to be aware that this is happening (and where), and be vigilant when walking around the Garden. The workers will be made aware of our presence as well.



b) When we offer a Dye Workshop, part of the session will involve a gas stove with a pan of boiling liquid in the classroom (often involving chemicals which can be irritants).. This represents a medium to high risk in terms of potential burns, scalds and skin irritations.

Action( The stove and pan of liquid will be positioned in a visible, low place away from the students.


Action( Education staff will be responsible for verbally asking the students stay clear of the stove/pan and will be solely responsible for putting in/taking out items from the pan.
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