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A Dash of Lavender

February 1-28, 2023

The celebration forms a part of Chelsea Physic Garden’s 350
year anniversary.

Events

Rainbow Family Plant
Drawing Session
Wednesday 15 February
10am - 12pm, £10 per child
and £15 per accompanying
adult

Evening Botanist
Panel Discussion
Friday 3 February
7pm - 8.15pm, £10

Spells and Science
Writing Workshop
Sunday 5 February
10am -12pm, £15

Queer Botanical
Drawing Session
Sunday 19 February

If aTree Falls, Does it Hear a 1pm - 4pm, £15

Sound? Writing Workshop
Sunday 12 February
10am - 12pm, £15

Queer Botanical
Poetry Reading
Friday 24 February
7pm - 9pm, £10

66 Hospital Road @ QueerBotany.com

London @QueerBotany
SW3 4HS ¥ @QueerBotany
#QueerBotany

@ ChelseaPhysicGarden.co.uk
@Chelsea_Physic_Garden

¥ @ChelsPhysicGdn &2 Printed on recycled paper
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Family: GANODERMATACEAE

Scientific Name: Ganoderma applanatum
Common Name: Artist’s bracket

Origin: Europe and parts of China

Growing on this buddleja tree stump is a mushroom. It is
the fruiting body of the Ganoderma applanatum fungus.

It is called the artist’s bracket because it can be used to
produce works of art, by making etchings on its underside.
Artist’s bracket is often found growing on wood and grows
all around the world. It has a brown shelf or bracket, a white
outer edge and underside, and no stalk. In ‘The Science
Underground: Mycology as a Queer Discipline’ the authors
apply queer theory to the study of fungi. There are several
associations between queerness and fungi that can be
found, including their marginalisation, difficulty to classify,
and subversive nature.
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Family: ASPARAGACEAE
Scientific Name: Agave americana
Common Name: Maguey

Origin: Arizona, Mexico, Texas

To many of the indigenous people of Central America
where this plantis from it is called maguey. It is a succu-
lent, which means it stores water in its leaves. Maguey is
a monocarpic plant, which means it blooms only once in
its lifetime. It can reproduce both asexually and sexually.
Its sexual reproduction cycle lasts for many years during
which it builds up energy without flowering. When it is
ready the plant sends up an impressive flower spike. This
spike can be up to 8 metres tall. On the spike, clusters

of flowers start to open. After it reproduces, the main
plant dies. In addition to reproducing sexually it can also
reproduce asexually through offshoots.
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This map shows the locations of
plants, fungi and displays. Scan the
QR codes with your phone to go to
a website with images, extended

text, and audio recordings. years of plant science
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For LGBTQ+ History Month, Chelsea Physic Garden is
collaborating with Queer Botany to look at plants, fungi and
lichen through a queer lens.

Queer Botany is a project that studies connections between
queerness and plants through events, storytelling, and
design. Since the 1400s and the expansion of western
colonial powers, nature and plants have been examined
through a predominantly heteronormative, European, and
male point of view. The project aims to share marginalised
perspectives and support more diverse representations in
the environment and outdoors.

Chelsea Physic Garden is celebrating LGBTQ+ history month
with A Dash of Lavender. We want queer and marginalised
stories from culture and nature to inform our understanding
of the world.

Historically, the LGBTQ+ community has often been referred
to as ‘unnatural’, however, the ‘natural’ world has many
characteristics that can be seen as queer. One example is the
variety of plants and their sexual diversity. There is also a
cultural link between queerness and the symbolism of
flowering plants, which can be found in terms like ‘pansy’, or
‘a streak’ or ‘dash’ of lavender. Find out more about this by
taking part in our A Dash of Lavender trail.

Glossary

Asexual reproduction describes reproduction where a
new offspring has a single parent and has the same genes
as the parent plant, this can be contrasted with sexual
reproduction (described below). In plants this can be done
through self-propagating or self-pollinating, depending on
its circumstances.

Cultivars are varieties of a plant that have been bred or
selected by humans.

Heteronormative is a term used to describe the assumption
that everything is heterosexual and disregards anyone or
anything that isn’t.

LGBTQ+ is an acronym for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, Queer, and other sexual and gender minorities.

Perfect Flowers have both pollen-producing stamen and
seed-producing pistil organs in the same flower. The stamen
is often described to have ‘male’ reproductive structures
and the pistil ‘female’. Perfect flowers are also called
androgynous, bisexual, hermaphrodite, or complete flowers.

Queer is defined in the dictionary as 'strange' or 'odd". This
word was also used against the LGBTQ+ community. Since
the late 1980s, some members of the LGBTQ+ community
have taken on this word as a positive. Some people will
use the word as an umbrella word to describe everyone
who is part of the LGBTQ+ community. Within A Dash of
Lavender, it is used as an umbrella term that can refer to all
the different identities.

Sexual reproduction in plants is a process where plants
reproduce with two different plant parents to produce an
offspring which has a mixture of the parents’ genes.

Symbiosis is a long-term interaction between two
organisms living closely together to survive.

years of plant science



