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Job title: Father Christmas (freelance role)
Term: Dates: Friday 4, Saturday 5, Sunday 6, Friday 11, Saturday
Hours: 12, Sunday 13, Friday 18, Saturday 19, Sunday 20

December 2026

Hours: 9:15am - 5pm), with breaks throughout and half
hour lunch break)

Fee: £25 per hour

Accountable to: Public Programme Manager

Description and dimensions of role:

Celebrating Christmas with Chelsea Physic Garden is a magical experience within
the walls of London’s oldest botanic Garden. During our Father Christmas
experience, families can make Christmas decorations and meet Father Christmas.
Father Christmas is situated in our Greenhouse Themed Grotto, where groups of
families enter at specific time slots throughout the day to hear a magical story, take
pictures and receive a special gift.

We are looking for an experienced Father Christmas to deliver our Father Christmas
experience. As Father Christmas you will be situated in our decorated Greenhouse
Themed Grotto and will read a site-specific story for groups at designated times
throughout the day. Storytelling will start at 10am and finish by 4:30pm. You will
take photos with families, if they wish, and with the assistance of an elf, hand out
gifts to children in attendance. We are able to provide a costume if necessary.

Key duties and responsibilities:

e Perform as Father Christmas situated in our Greenhouse Themed Grotto

e Tell a Christmas story to groups of families — this will be up to 14 times
throughout a day, you will have breaks throughout the day, including a 30-
minute lunch break.

o Perform, maintain enthusiasm, and provide a jolly experience for everyone.

e Ensure everyone feels welcomed whilst at Chelsea Physic Garden

Person Specification:
e Experience of performing as Father Christmas
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e Have stage presence

o Able to adapt to different audience types and needs

e Experience of working with children and a knowledge of safeguarding
e Enhanced DBS certificate

e Ability to work independently and as part of a team

e Attention to detail

e Organisational skills

We are looking for candidates to work on Friday 4, Saturday 5, Sunday 6, Friday 11,
Saturday 12, Sunday 13, Friday 18, Saturday 19, Sunday 20 December 2026. Hours
are 9:15am - 5pm and you will have a 2 hour break for lunch and breaks throughout
the day.

Chelsea Physic Garden is an inclusive employer. We welcome applications from
everyone, including members of the LGBTQIA+ community, people with
disabilities, neurodiverse people, and people from all ethnic, cultural and religious
backgrounds.

Fee Information
The fee for this position includes all expenses and travel costs, etc.

The fee is for the successful delivery of the deliverables as outlined earlier in this
brief.

Please note: If you are VAT registered, this amount is inclusive of VAT.
You will need to submit an invoice for this role.
To apply:

Please submit an up-to-date CV and a brief cover letter (instructions below) to
learning @chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk by midnight on Sunday 11 October 2026.

Your cover letter should include:

e Why this role is of interest to you
¢ How your experience relates to the role overview
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